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The Rev. James Bab was already 
on foreign soil in late 2013 on  
the day he became a refugee.  
In the middle of December, civil war came to his homeland of 
South Sudan when conflict broke out between the president 
and a political rival. Bab was visiting Uganda when the shoot-
ing started. Unable to return home and aware that his family 

was imperiled, he soon received tragic news from friends in the 
network of six churches he helped plant in South Sudan. As 
he wrote in January of 2014: “As a church [we have] lost many 
beloved brothers and sisters, [which] means we have orphans, 
widows, and widowers.” Since then, three of the congregations 
have managed to continue meeting despite the conflict, but the 
others have been scattered. Also dispersed was a group of 60 
pastors Bab had been mentoring in the town of Bentiu, several 
of whom were killed.

The young nation of South Sudan, founded only in 2011, had 
devolved into ethnic warfare between the Dinka and the Nuer, 
two of the country’s largest traditional groups. Many thousands 
have been killed since the fighting began, with many hundreds 
of thousands displaced.

A clean and clear theology
Though not at home, Bab was among friends in Uganda. One 
of them was Don McNeill, part of the MTW team in Kampala, 
the nation’s capital. The team’s primary emphasis has been 
providing theological training to pastors and church planters 
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like Bab, which they do in 
partnership with Westminster 
Theological College (WTC). 
(See the sidebar on the right 
for more on MTW’s theologi-
cal training efforts in Uganda.) 
McNeill first met Bab in 2007 
and knew him throughout 
Bab’s Bible college days.

When Bab first arrived at WTC, he—like many others before  
and since—had a Bible, but no other books or teaching resources. 
He had very little historical or doctrinal knowledge to guide his 
interpretation of the Bible. He also barely spoke English, which 
meant he was learning language alongside theology. “Don and the 
team taught us very clean and clear biblical theology,” Bab said. 
“They generously gave us books and Kindles.” 

The training was invaluable to Bab as he returned to South Sudan 
in 2011 where he planted churches and trained pastors. And his 
relationship with the MTW team proved fruitful in crisis when  
the team was able to supply financing and logistical assistance 
to get his family out of South Sudan in the spring of 2014. The 
reunited family now lives at the Kiryandongo U.N. refugee  
settlement in Uganda.

Crisis with kingdom opportunities
According to the office of the U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees, nearly 140,000 South Sudanese refugees were in Uganda 
as of January, a figure that is expected to double by year’s end.  
Bab and MTW have been diligent in seizing the kingdom oppor-
tunity afforded by this crisis. As he had done before, Bab planted a 
church—this time among the South Sudanese refugees in Uganda. 
With some financial assistance from MTW and various individuals,  
the church put up walls and a tin-sheet roof. At the same time, 
they worked together to bring more people safely to Uganda.

In April of 2014, MTW Compassion funds helped provide travel 
costs and border fees for 99 refugees from Juba, the South Sudan 
capital. Most of them were particularly vulnerable: widows and 
orphans, the sick and disabled. Their arrival on a Sunday via a fleet 
of large vans they called “taxis” touched off celebratory worship. 

The Importance of 
Theological Training 

MTW focuses on theological training at Westminster Theological College 
(WTC) in Uganda and through dozens of independent pastoral training 
centers initiated and coordinated by African leaders, many of them former 
graduates of WTC. 

Missionary Don McNeill and Bruce Sinclair, MTW Uganda team leader, 
teach at some of these centers in Kenya, Rwanda, and Uganda. Jeff Borden, 
MTW missionary and MINTS International Seminary coordinator for Africa, 
has seen an explosive interest in the MINTS study center paradigm, reach-
ing pastors who don’t have the opportunity to study at residential schools.  

According to McNeill, who taught at WTC from 2007–2011, this type of 
training can be a slow process, particularly because many African pastors 
do not initially see the need. After all, their congregations are growing 
rapidly as the Holy Spirit brings new believers. But McNeill has seen great 
benefit come to these newly trained leaders. Many beginning students 
approach Christianity legalistically; learning more about the doctrines of 
grace proves corrective and liberating in their understanding of justification 
and sanctification.

McNeill also has seen theological training manifest itself in practical attitu-
dinal and behavioral changes. “Many students believed that working in the 
fields was beneath the dignity of an educated person,” he explained. “We 
teach them about the dignity of all labor before God, and many come to an 
understanding that manual labor is as sacred as preaching a sermon.” 

McNeill is encouraged to see leaders impacted by truth. “God uses solid 
biblical teaching to reach His people,” said McNeill. “Very often, as the 
leadership goes, so goes the church.”   

James Bab with South Sudanese 
refugees in Uganda

Refugees live in thatched huts.
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More joined them in September, again financed by donations 
coordinated by MTW and believers in Kampala, who also 
helped provide clothing. Bab continues to raise money to 
bring even more taxis full of his countrymen to safety.

A fruitful sojourn
Led in part by the 
theological perspec-
tive he gained at 
WTC, Bab sees God’s 
sovereignty at work at 
Kiryandongo, despite 
the horror of civil war 
and ethnic strife. In 
fact he even reminded 
friends in a series of 

text messages that we should not be surprised to see such events, 
since Jesus Himself warned us they would come in Matthew 24. 
“When my family was caught in war-torn South Sudan, I felt 
bad, but my motto is ‘God is in control’—and He actually is! My 
faith was strengthened. When they came out, I praised God for 
His protection.”

Bab also sees God’s hand in the mix of people who, though all 
South Sudanese, come from different places and are different 
colors. “Galatians 3:28 says that in Christ we are one,” Bab said. 
“I am now connected with many people I did not dream I would 

meet.” Their joy and unity has not gone unnoticed among the 
U.N. workers at the camp, who initially marveled at the uplifted 
countenance of people forced from their homes and carrying 
precious little with them. 

During their sojourn as refugees, Bab has not lost sight of the 
possibilities for this latest church plant. His vision goes far beyond 
the refugee camp, and it is borne of the simplest of strategies.
 “My aim is to let the people I meet know Jesus and be saved— 
like me!” he said. “Then those who are saved will serve God and 
teach others everywhere they go.”

 “James is still training pastors,” said his old instructor Don 
McNeill. “After the war, there will be even more people trained 
to carry on church-planting work.” McNeill and Steven Edging, 
MTW missionary and coordinator for the South Sudanese  
relief project, have also taught in the camp.

All three men long to see the gospel multiply in South Sudan. 
For now, they wait and learn. It is not yet safe to return, though 
they pray that it will be soon. Then the band of refugees will 
 “scatter” anew, this time not to flee from war, but to sow seeds. 
Both James Bab and Don McNeill have seen enough to trust  
in God to make them grow. 

You can help South Sudanese refugees by making a donation 

at donations.mtw.org, Project #95944.

Fully Armored

How do you discern simply having a bad week 
from being spiritually attacked? Right before 
some very important meetings, I caught a cold—the kind of cold 
that has you in bed for a couple of days with fever and chills. It 
was also during a time when we were wrestling with some escalat-
ing situations on different fields. I had also found out from my 
wife that our youngest child, who is 9, was crying again because 
she missed her life in Cambodia. Was it all just a coincidence?

During that week we were welcoming about 25 new missionaries 
to MTW. Several of our CMTW (Committee on Mission to the 
World) members were there and our chairman gave a charge to 
these new missionaries. He began his charge by telling them that 
they now have a target on their backs and will be the subject of 
spiritual attack. The passage he read was from Ephesians 6:10–20 
describing the need to put on the full armor of God. Two things 
struck me from his message: (1) the reality of the enemy and his 
desire to distract, discourage, and destroy God’s people; and (2) the 
hope we have in the gospel as the foundation of the armor of God.

The reminder was timely, not only for the new missionaries, but 
for me as well. As the apostle Paul writes, “For we do not wrestle 
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authori-
ties, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12, ESV).  

Interestingly enough, I had a restless night soon after because of a 
bad dream. In the dream these strange people were attacking me 
and my family. We all had guns and were shooting back at these 
enemies. When I awoke, my heart was still pounding. I couldn’t 
help but make a connection with the dream and being attacked 
by the evil one, so I prayed for God’s protection over our family. 
When I shared this with my wife in the morning, she laughed and 
reminded me that I had a Nerf battle with my kids the night before 
and that maybe I carried that battle into my dreams … hmmm?

Would you pray for God’s protection over these new missionaries 
and our MTW family as we engage in God’s kingdom work? 

Dr. Lloyd Kim

FROM THE COORDINATOR
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James Bab with church 
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